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Message from the Executive O cer

On behalf of the Board of the

Foundation, sta and volunteers, |
would like to extend the very best good
wishes for the coming festive season
and the approaching New Year.

It has been a while since our last news-
letter so | would like to brie y mention a
few of the highlights over that time.

In July 2008 the Foundation hosted
the Queensland Suicide & Self Harm
Prevention Conference 2008. In excess
of 300 delegates from interstate, over-
seas, metropolitan Brisbane and
Queensland regional centres attended.
The Conference concluded with a gala
dinner with delegates celebrating a very
successful two days.

In October 2008, her Excellency Ms
Penelope Wensley AO, Governor of
Queensland, honoured the Foundation
by becoming its patron.

Consequent to the many vyears of
working in the area of suicide preven-
tion, the Foundation launched its inno-
vative new Life Program on Tuesday 10
November 2009.

With regard to the structure of the
Foundation there have been several
signi cant changes to the composition
of the Board. The period saw the resig-
nation of long-term Board member Bob
Owen. On behalf of my fellow Board
Members, | o er our thanks for a job
well done over many years and best
wishes for the future.

Joining the Board were Mrs Lauren
Bruce (Management Accountant, Cairns
Regional Council) and Mr Warren Entsch
(business man and former Federal
Member for Leichhardt). The wide
ranging skill sets of the new Board
members will enable them to make
valued contributions to the Board and
the Foundation.

Over the last eighteen months, there
have been several major fundraising
activities. The Rotary Corporate Duck
Race 2008 in partnership with Rotary
Club of Cairns Mulgrave was held as
part of the annual Cairns Festival, with
this year s event being incorporated into
the Rotary Fun Day held as a stand alone
event on Saturday 12 September.

In November 2008, the Rotary Club
of Cairns Sunrise, together with the
Regional Managers Co-ordinating
Network held the 2008 Trivia Challenge,
with the Dr Edward Koch Foundation
being the bene ting charity.

Ronwyn Corcoran won a Business Class
trip for two to Hong Kong, a wonderful
prize donated by Cathay Paci c, and
we extend our thanks to them for their
generosity.

The Simply Ballroom Dance School still
continues to operate every week.

The Foundation continues to distribute
Queensland Health publications for
the Living Strong, Growing Strong
and Primary Health Care and Chronic

Disease Resources as revenue for the
Foundation.

| would particularly like to mention the
valued contribution made by our volun-
teers toward the everyday running
of the Foundation. Over the past two
calendar years, volunteers have contrib-
uted in excess of 4500 work hours to the
Foundation. Long term volunteers Elaine
Holder, Elaine Waters and Geo rey
Larkin have each put in more then 1000
hours each. | extend a very genuine well
done and thank you to each and every
volunteer.

| would like to mention the passing
of Stephen Holder, a volunteer of the
Foundation who was tragically killed
in November 2008, my husband Kevin
Bird, who died suddenly just prior to
last Christmas and John Morzone, a
long serving member of the Board, who
passed away in January this year. My
condolences go to family and friends as
we approach the festive season when
memories of loved ones becomes even
more poignant.

Dulcie Bird, EO
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